PLANS   FOR  A  NEW  LONDON
inheritence appertained'.1 Reasonably construed, this entailed
firstly a plan showing the dimensions of each plot, and secondly
an annexe setting out all the interests concerned therein. With
these particulars available it would be possible, or so it was
thought, to distribute sites on a new ground plan proportion-
able to the value of each owner's former holding. But, before
this could' be done, it was absolutely necessary to have com-
pleted returns for all or nearly all of the 'burnt* holdings.
It is impossible to tell whether the authorities realized the
difficulties this procedure would involve.   However, having
made their decision, they did their very best to carry it out,
firstly by means of returns brought in by the citizens them-
selves, and then, when that had failed, through contractors.
The first scheme was proclaimed by the City to all concerned
on September 22nd.2 It was ordered that "the last occupiers do
within 14 daies . . . bring into the Beadles Booth, set up in the
respective Wards, for Publick service, ... a perfect Survey of
the Ground whereon his House, Shop or Warehouse stood,
with their Appurtenances, and his Right and Term therein:
and that all others who have any Right or Inheritance, Lease,
or otherwise to the same, do likewise bring . . . their respective
Claimes, to the end that the whole may be there Recorded, by
the Clerks that shall be thereunto appointed. . .,'  The order
was obeyed, and claims, addressed from all manner of tem-
porary dwellings in the area round London, duly began to
trickle in.   The clerks prepared their books and property
owners  admonished  their  tenants  to  make  the  necessary
returns.3 But foundations were covered with ashes and rubble,
and it was not easy to uncover them, or to map them when
they were uncovered.  The task was beyond the strength of
many occupiers, and not everyone could comply with the
1W. de G. Birch, op. cit, p. 229.
2 The proclamation has not survived, and is not even mentioned in the City records.
The summary given is that published in the London Gazette, No. 89, September
20th-24th, 1666.
3 See the letter sent out by the Clerk to Christ's Hospital to the Hospital's tenants,
printed in W, G* Bell, op. cit., p. 355.
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